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would assure the union of the East and West and at the
same time prevent the trade in furs from taking the
road to London, through the Hudson Bay, which had
now become English. After twelve years of marching
and countermarching, of successes and failures, twelve
years during which they were forced to renew over and
over again their pleas for aid from a too distant and
hesitant authority, which seemed to believe that the
age of mad adventures was forever ended, two of the
sons of La Verendrye were able finally to travel forward
to their goal. On the first of January, 1743, an
apparently impassible barrier appeared before the
startled eyes of the explorers; a barrier of bare rocks
and trees whose snowy tops gleamed in the winter sun.
Twelve days later the French reached and scaled the
first slopes of the Rockies. But, for lack of resources
and time, their task was not to be completed. To the
west, to the south and the north, New France had
reached its limits; and the courage of the Frenchmen
who had traversed it in all directions, cleared its soil,
and built its houses, was needed now to defend it
against the final assault.

As we have seen, the English had not remained un-
touched by the lust for discoveries which had driven
the men of Europe to America in the wake of Chris-
topher Columbus. It was in the service of the Kings,
Henry VII and Henry VIII, that John Cabot and his
son Sebastian had explored the shores of North America
and Newfoundland, thus establishing the basis for
future British claims, and the source of inevitable con-
flict. During the century which followed the English
appeared to have forgotten the New World and under-
took no important exploration there, seemingly con-